
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 17 MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
Aurora Hills Community Center, 735 18th St. S.,  
6:30pm Refreshments, 7pm Meeting 
Come early to enjoy light refreshments and meet with neighbors 

Our January meeting will feature newly elected County Board member Matt 
de Ferranti who will share with us his concerns and objectives for the coming 
year.  In the process, it will be an opportunity for us to get to know him, and for 
him to get to know more about our neighborhood. So, please come armed 
with your questions and concerns.  
 County DES staff member Gabriella Vega will also be on hand to share with us 
a proposed plan to reconfigure the intersection of Ridge Road and S. Lang 
Street adjacent to Gunston Middle School.  In the past, our community has 
had fundamental disagreements with DES’ street reconfiguration proposals.  
This could be our solitary opportunity to assess and offer critical input 
concerning this proposal which could fundamentally alter traffic flow and 
pedestrian safety at this important intersection.   
Lastly, Lila Paig, the new director of the Aurora Hills Senior Center, will join us 
and share her ambitions, plans and programs for our Senior Center. 

AMAZON CONFUSION 
While the press has reported that Amazon is coming to Crystal City, in fact it is only 
planning temporarily to locate a relatively few employees there while it constructs a 
new HQ2 corporate campus in close-by Pentagon City over the coming decade; it is 
there that Amazon will house its 25,000 employees in a number of new, towering high-
rise buildings totaling 4 million square feet.  From all accounts, these  new buildings will 
be constructed on vacant land Amazon has purchased on PenPlace and MetPark, 
i.e., on  the west side of Eads Street between 15th Street and Army-Navy Drive.  The 
only problem with this plan is that the County’s recently enacted Phased 
Development Plan for Pentagon City does not allow for construction of new office 
(versus residential) buildings containing anywhere near 4 million square feet.  Nor has 
the County assessed the potential impact of  25,000 additional commuters coming 
and going to jobs in Pentagon City – versus Crystal City that could easily 
accommodate them. It was for this reason that at our November meeting, ARCA 
members adopted a resolution asking the County to contract with an independent, 
academic research group to conduct a study of the capacity of 22202's infrastructure 
(principally transportation and schools) to accommodate this projected density 
growth in our neighborhood without causing undue congestion that could seriously 
compromise our quality of life in years to come.  The County has yet to respond to that 
resolution which can be found at arcaonline.org/2018/11/arca-membership-meeting-
nov-15/ .  The resolution was reinforced by a vote at the November 2018 membership 
meeting. arcaonline.org/2018/11/arca-membership-meeting-nov-15/ 
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www.arcaonline.org,  
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July 1 – June 30. 
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MORE ABOUT AMAZON 
Learn more about Amazon’s new 
headquarters and what it means for the 
Arlington community with the County’s Virtual 
Learning Series at 
arlingtonva.us/amazon/virtual-learning-series. 
The series covers transportation, schools, 
economic development and planning, and 
housing (to come Jan 16 at 6:30pm.)  Also in 
the press, Amazon says it will offer transit 
benefits to its employees to encourage 
commuting by public transit or bike as it does 
in its Seattle headquarters. A spokesperson said 
“more than half our employees in Seattle bike, 
walk or take public transportation” and she 
expects the new campus will allow for similar 
commuting.  
 
AN AMAZON HELIPAD? 
Amazon has said it wants to start discussions 
about a possible helipad in Crystal City as early 
as possible, according to WAMU. Questions 
have arisen about whether It will be possible 
Post 9/11, when local, regional and federal 
restrictions that severely limit commercial 
helicopter traffic above much of the 
Washington region were put in place. County 
Board Chair Christian Dorsey says “It’s 
complicated on many levels. We’d have to 
have some sort of public process to consider a 
zoning ordinance change to allow it to 
happen. I don’t have enough information to 
say it is something I would support.”   Stay 
tuned! 
 
PLENTY OF ROOM ON ROADS, METRO, says 
County 
ArlNow reports: To combat growing concerns 
about how Amazon’s influx of workers might 
put a strain on Arlington’s congested roads 
and Metro, county leaders are arguing that so 
many people have left Crystal City and 
Pentagon City over recent years that the 
area’s transit network is ready to welcome new 
residents. County transportation director Denis 
Leach says that traffic volume in Crystal City 
and Pentagon City roads is down 20% since 
2000, and there is “ample parking available,  

despite some neighbors’ concern to the 
contrary”, with parking assets incredibly  
underutilized.  With Metro, he said he had to 
go back to 1986 to find a lower annual 
passenger count.  
 
IMPROVING BICYCLING IN ARLINGTON 
Your Input is Needed! 
After numerous public engagement activities 
and over 2,000 in person and online 
comments, Arlington has prepared a draft 
update to its Bicycle Element of the Master 
Transportation Plan. Before finalizing the plan 
they would like your input either online at 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/C6BDK7L by 
January 22  or by attending an open house on 
January 22 at Westover Public Library from 6 – 
7:30pm. More information at 
https://commissions.arlingtonva.us/projects/m
aster-transportation-plan-bicycle-element-
working-group/.    Also on the bike front, 
transportation planners are working to build a 
fully connected regional bike trail network by 
2045, linking a “Bike Beltway” around DC to the 
suburbs surrounding the capital. And finally, 
Metro will now allow bikes on trains all day 
long.  
 
BRINGING ROUTE 1 DOWN A NOTCH 
As part of the demolition work on the elevated 
section of S. Clark Street, workers plan to 
transform Route 1 by creating new open 
spaces, sidewalks, landscaping and lighting, 
and opening up more development 
opportunities along this newly popular section 
of the highway. They are also planning to bring 
Route 1 itself down to the same grade as the 
other nearby roads as part of the 
transportation improvements it promised 
Amazon. More information at 
https://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/south-
clark-bell-street-demolition/ 
 
FORT SCOTT PARK WALKING TOUR  
Saturday, Feb. 2, 4 - 4:30pm 
Built by the Union Army in 1861, this fort had a 
commanding view of the Four Mile Run Valley 
and protected approaches to Washington  
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from the south. Explore the remaining 
earthworks while we discuss how and why the 
fort was built. Meet at Fort Scott Park, 2800 Fort 
Scott Drive, Arlington. Info. 703-228-4775   
 
YOGA AND COMPOSTING! 
4MRMarket, 4109 Mt. Vernon Avenue,9 – 4pm 
Our neighbor across the bridge in Arlandria, 
4MRMarket, holds events each Sunday 
morning from 9am – 1pm during its farmer’s 
market, including yoga Morning Stretch 
(indoors) and Composting Sundays, bring your 
non-animal food scraps for composting. Also, 
their Sunday market offers fresh baked goods, 
winter greens, smoked bacon, coffee, bagels, 
Amish cheeses and a whole array of 
vegetables. They’re close…Check them out!  
 
NELLY CUSTIS PARK RENOVATION 
https://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/nelly-
custis-park/ 
The long awaited renovation of Nelly Custis 
Park is finally underway, and will continue 
through mid 2019. The project will include fixing 
its drainage problems, removal of invasive 
bamboo, adding “natural looking” play 
elements, planting new trees and signs and 
benches.  
 
EXERCISE WHILE DELIVERING OUR NEWSLETTER! 
Delivery People and Backups needed  
ARCA has a few slots vacant in its lineup of 
delivery people; it is an easy way to get at 
least some of your mandatory exercise so that 
you will live to a healthy old age, as you work 
to keep the neighborhood informed. We also 
need people who are available on an ad hoc 
basis as backups for the regular delivery 
people. Newsletters are delivered every 2 
months, and usually take about an hour 
depending on the topography of the route. 
Please let us know at arcaneighbor@gmail.com if 
you can help.  
Routes needed: 20th St from Ridge Rd – Joyce 
St. (45 homes) 
26th Road loop off Fort Scott (21 homes) 
 
 
 

SOUTH ARLINGTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
BOUNDARIES SET 
The boundary recommendation made by 
Superintendent Dr. Murphy in December was 
based on projected enrollment data, School 
Board policy considerations and community  
input.   The final recommendation adopted 
creates new attendance zones for Drew and 
Fleet; provides capacity relief for Oakridge 
and Long Branch; maintains the current 
attendance zone for Randolph, and provides 
flexibility for the 2020 elementary school 
boundary process to address forecasted 
growth at Abingdon, Barcroft, and Long 
Branch.  More information at: 
https://www.apsva.us/elementary-school-
boundary-change/ 
 
NEW MIDDLE SCHOOL NAMED FOR DOROTHY 
HAMM 
The Arlington School Board announced that it 
is naming the new Cherrydale middle school 
after civil rights activist Dorothy Hamm, who 
was one of those fighting for the integration of 
Stratford; her children attended the school, 
and she continued to support a series of court 
challenges to the Jim Crow era laws in 
Arlington.  
 
WAKEFIELD EDUCATION FOUNDATION 
Our neighborhood high school, Wakefield, 
provides scholarships to graduating seniors 
who are having difficulty affording tuition. 
Established in 1986 by Wakefield alumni, the 
foundation has been able to help 434 
graduates attend college, raising $2.5 m.  Each 
spring a selection committee of alumni and 
staff review applications and select winners: 
please consider donating to this non-profit 
organization to help our hard working 
neighborhood teens. Wakefieldalumni.org 
 
FREE PAPER SHREDDING, INERT MATERIALS 
DROPOFF: First Sat of the month, 8am – 4:30pM 
Earth Products Yard, 4300 29th St. S  
Details: Recycling.arlingtonva.us 
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ARCA OFFICERS & CONTACTS 

President      Arthur Fox 202-371-6626 
Vice-President   Mike Pickford    703-615-5333 
Vice President Meredith Dodge 719-534-3074 
Vice President Charlie Hughes 703-271-8235 
Vice President Joe Hogler 202-420-8979 
Secretary vacant  
Communications Maggie Gaffen 703-684-7359 
Treasurer Bob Hyde 703-519-7130 
Transportation Robert Jamison 703-413-8899 
Transportation Sandi Amendola 703-838-8753 
Membership Tom Patchen 202-321-1755 
NCAC Rep Lauren Bailey 917-548-1807 
ARCA History Dick Herbst 703-892-5290 
22202 NU Diane Litman 703-920-7638 
Beautification Chick Walter 703-519-9487 
Schools Colleen Pickford 703-615-5333 
CCCRC Reps Susan English 703-549-6554 
 Rich Kelly 703-622-4260 
 
Comments and questions 
toARCAneighbor@gmail.com 
 
Neighborhood Conservation comments/questions 
to arca.ncac.representative@gmail.com 

 
ARCA BI-MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS 
Aurora Hills Community Center, 7pm 
3rd Thursday Jan/Mar/May/Jul/Sept/Nov 
 
Thru Jan 20 The Enchanted Bookshop: During the 
day the bookshop looks like any other, but at night 
the characters come alive. Encore Stage. Gunston 
Theatre 1. Encorestageva.org 
 
Jan 26  Ooey Gooey Campfire: We’ll use all sorts of 
cookies, marshmallows and toppings for the most 
decadent campfire ever! $5 per person. Ages 3+. 6 
– 7pm Register online using activity code 622959. 
Long Branch Nature Center 
 
Thru Jan 26  Judy Garland: A Star is Born. A cast of 
Signature Theatre favorites sings some of her most 
famous songs, including Get Happy, Over the 
Rainbow and The Man That Got Away. 
Sigtheatre.org 
 

 
 

 
Jan 26  Native American Survival Skills: 3 – 4:30pm, 
ages 8 – 12: Practice animal stalking, throw a spear 
and start a fire; learn how to live in the forest in the 
dead of winter. Long Branch Nature Center. 703-
228-6535 
 
Jan 28 & every 4th Monday  Open Door Mondays: 
Meet with a member of the County Board in an 
informal setting, to chat or to bring up concerns, 
ideas and comments, no appointment necessary. 
Aurora Hills Library, 7 – 9pm  
 
Feb 1 – 16  Arsenic and Old Lace: The classic, 
hysterical farce of love, family and murder. The 
Arlington Players. Thomas Jefferson Theatre. 
Thearlingtonplayers.org 
 
Feb 6 – Mar 10  Cyrano de Bergerac: A brilliant poet 
and soldier, Cyrano has it all, except the 
confidence to win the hear of his beloved Roxane. 
Synetic Theater. Synetictheater.org 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DR KING’S DREAM: A LEGACY 
PERFORMED 

Sunday, Jan 20, 5 – 6:30 
Wakefield HS Auditorium 

 

 
 

Hosted by Christian Keyes of BET’s In Contempt 
and CW’s Supernatural,  and includes music by 
soloist Jackie Pate, the Hoffman Boston All-Star 

Chorus and Arlington’s own Joy Gardner; spoken 
word from Outspoken Poetress Audrey Perkins, 

dance from Inspire Arts Collective LLC and many 
others. Admission is free. 

arks.arlingtonva.us/events/mlk-tribute-2/ 
 
 


