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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 15 MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Aurora Hills Community Center
735 18th St. S.,
6:30pm Refreshments, 7pm Meeting

Come early to enjoy light refreshments, and meet with neighbors
I-395 SOUND WALL CONSTRUCTION
Interested in learning the “where, when, how, and exactly what” concerning
the new sound wall along Army-Navy Drive whose construction is about to get
underway? Be sure to attend our November 15th membership meeting when
a representative of the construction company will be on hand to share all of
the details and answer your questions.

BIG CHANGES COMING TO OUR 22202 NEIGHBORHOOD
In case you missed it, the October 19th Business Section of the New York Times

Order your custom wreath
from Aurora Hills Women’s
Club at ahwc1958.org

You can pay your $20 annual
ARCA membership dues
online using PayPal!
www.arcaonline.org,
by check or cash. Send to
ARCA, PO Box 2976, Arlington,
VA 22202-0976
The membership year is
July 1 – June 30.

reported the near-uniform conclusion of most prognosticators that Amazon
would select 22202 in which to locate its new “HQ2.” Meanwhile, JBG Smith,
owner of the vacant PenPlace block in Pentagon City and a large portion of
Crystal City has suddenly put on “hold” its outstanding proposals to construct
high-rise apartment buildings on locations Amazon might wish to occupy
pending announcement of its decision by year’s end. Moreover, at its
October meeting, the County Board bent over backwards to approve a
highly controversial, last-minute proposal involving a vacant office building
(1750 Crystal Dr.) which was to have been converted into a luxury apartment
building. Many have speculated that the Board was anxious to demonstrate
its unqualified willingness to accommodate Amazon and its immediate need
for available office space. Whether or not Amazon should decide to locate its
HQ2 here, a huge number of new residential units are scheduled to be built in
the very near future. They will increase the population density in 22202 by a
significant margin potentially increasing transportation congestion and
straining our infrastructure, including the already overcrowded Oakridge. For
example, two new buildings nearing completion in Pentagon City (20-story
twin towers at Eads and Army-Navy Dr., and the other 26-story tower at Hayes
and 12 Sts) together contain 903 units. Construction has begun on two new
Berkeley buildings on Glebe Road that will contain 256 units. Other new
apartment construction projects that are about to get underway are located
at the northwest corner of 23rd St. and Crystal Dr. (302 units), the northeast
corner of Hayes and 15th Streets (264 units), and the southwest corner of Eads
and 18th Streets (Crystal House 3, 252 units). Continued on next page.
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BIG CHANGES (cont). Temporarily “on Amazon
hold” are a pair of low-rise buildings on
PenPlace along 12th Street that would contain
300 units. Altogether, we are looking at 2,277
new apartments soon to be filled with
occupants: there is more to come, not just
residents, but potentially thousands of Amazon
office employees. This construction/density
explosion in 22202 will be a topic of discussion
at our November membership meeting. (Note:
as this newsletter was going to press, on
November 4th, the Washington Post ran a major
front page article opining Amazon’s likely
decision to locate HQ2 in 22202.
SHARED MOBILITY DEVICES
(also know as scooters and e-bikes)
transportation.arlingtonva.us/scooters-and
dockless-bikeshare
Arlington has announced a 9 month
demonstration project beginning Oct. 2018 to
evaluate the impact of these devices within
the County. During this time the community is
invited to provide feedback, including ideas
on the direction the County should take with
future regulations. Feedback at
mobility@arlingtonva.us.
Helmets are required for those 14 and younger;
the speed limit is 10mph for scooters and
15mph for e-bikes; they may be ridden on
streets, not on sidewalks or trails.
UBER/LYFT LOT ON S. EADS STREET UPDATE
https://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/mwaatnc-lot-on-eads-street/
The County’s temporary solution to the
dramatically increased traffic in and out of the
temporary Uber/Lyft lot on S. Eads Street
includes a temporary traffic signal on Route 1
to allow traffic to exit onto Route 1 as well as S.
Eads Street, traffic cameras to monitor the
traffic, and other congestion mitigation
measures. Longer term plans include
reconfiguring the lot’s driveway onto Route 1
to allow incoming and exiting traffic. At a
community meeting on Sept. 27, officials said
the “temporary” lot would probably be in
operation for approximately 5 years.
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A NEW BOWLING ALLEY IN CRYSTAL CITY?
Some long term residents of the neighborhood
remember fondly the bowling alley that used
to be in the Giant parking lot on S. Glebe
Road, so it is exciting to find out that Bowlero
plans to open a 44,000 sq.ft. space in the base
of the Buchanan apartment at 320 S. 23rd
Street “mid-2019”. It promises “blacklight”
bowling lanes, lounge seating, an interactive
arcade and a full menu and bar. Stay tuned!
NEW PUBLIC ART IN CRYSTAL CITY
Developer JBG has added some visual flair to
Crystal City with building wraps, and colorful
spray painted flowers and bikes on streets that
are undergoing unsightly construction
between Crystal City and Pentagon City. The
Crystal City Business Improvement District (BID)
has also put out a call to local artists for
temporary public art for the neighborhood,
with up to $50,000 for each project. There has
been some speculation that it all is to impress
Amazon in its HQ2 deliberations, but we are
just glad that someone is interested in
improving the look of Crystal City. More
information on the BID public art call at
https://www.crystalcity.org/item/crystal-citybid-seeking-proposals-for-public-art
AURORA HILLS WOMEN’S CLUB SUPPORTS
CHARITIES WITH WREATH SALE
Each year our local women’s club creates
handmade holiday wreaths decorated with
fresh evergreens, holiday baubles and colorful
ribbons to support local charities. This year the
proceeds will go to the Hume School and
Culpepper Garden, that provides housing and
services for needy seniors. Order online at
ahwc1958.org and a beautiful wreath will be
delivered to your door in time for the holidays.
FINAL DRAFT OF THE PUBLIC SPACES MASTER
PLAN
After more than three years of partnership with
the POPS Advisory Committee, numerous
public engagement activities and more than
1,000 recorded community comments,
Arlington County brings forward this final draft
of the updated Public Spaces Master Plan (a
process otherwise known as a Plan for Our
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Places and Spaces--POPS). Read the final draft
of Arlington’s Public Spaces Master Plan and
share your thoughts by Dec. 9 at
https://projects.arlingtonva.us/public-spacesmaster-plan-psmp-update/updated-publicspaces-master-plan-final-draft/

civic life. County Board member Libby Garvey
said, “There are a lot of voices we don’t hear,
and they may live in a community with real
need but we don’t hear from them”. ARCA has
benefited from several NC projects because
we had a very proactive NC representative.

BOARD APPROVES A COMMUNITY SWIMMING
POOL IN NAUCK
The County Board has approved the
Macedonia Baptist Church’s plans to build a
new community swimming pool at 3440 S. 22nd
St in Nauck. The new seven lane pool will
replace an existing pool, built in the 60s, that
has not been in use for many years. It will be for
use by the community, and will include a
community building with changing rooms and
community rooms.

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENT OPPORTUNITIES ON
ELEMENTARY BOUNDARIES
Syphax Ed. Center, 2110 Washington Boulevard
Nov 27: School Board Public Hearing on
Elementary Boundaries. 7pm.
Dec 6 School Board Meeting to adopt
Elementary School Boundaries. 7pm
More information at
https://www.apsva.us/Engage/

ARLINGTON ENVIRONMENTAL COLLECTION &
RECYCLING EVENT (ECARE)
Sat Nov 17, 8:30am – 1pm
1425 N. Quincy St.
The County will accept items for recycling:
household hazardous waste, household goods
and medical equipment; Bikes for the World
will collect repairable bikes for donation to
charities around the globe.
NEIGHBORHOOD CONSERVATION PROGRAM
STUDY
A new group is being formed to study potential
reforms to this program, in which communities
apply for money to complete modest
improvement projects in their neighborhood
like sidewalks, curbs and gutters. It has come in
for complaints about the pace of evaluations,
cost overruns and the distribution of projects
around the county. This year the Board slashed
$23m. from its budget, effectively starving it of
funding. After county-wide vocal concern, the
Board agreed to a year long study of how it
could be reformed, and if its goals and
objectives are still valid in today’s environment.
A frequent criticism is that wealthier, older
communities tend to benefit the most, as the
process of lobbying is time consuming and
most accessible to people already involved in

OAKRIDGE TUTORS NEEDED!
Volunteers are needed for 3rd, 4th and 5th grade
students in reading comprehension. Sessions
are Tues. and Thurs from 3.40 – 4.30. No prior
experience needed. The help the tutors
provide is often the push those having trouble
need to succeed. Email
jamespatrick4@hotmail.com or phone 703-7866567.
BRAINSTORMING IDEAS AT SEPT. MEETING
At the September meeting we asked those
present for ideas on what they would like to
see the ARCA Board focus on at future
membership meetings. The list included: The
sewage plant; Scooters; the panhandling
homeless; police and the non-emergency
phone line; neighborhood beautification
projects; the safety of packages on the
doorstep from USPS and others; solar growth;
potholes; animal control; emergency
preparedness; gardening competitions; a
progressive block party; a freecycle day at the
library; Virginia Hospital Center renovation;
complete streets; and more. Let us know at
arcaneighbor.com if you have some
suggestions of your own.
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CALENDAR
Thursdays Till Christmas: Crystal City Crafts
Market: 1900 Crystal Drive, from 11am – 2pm.
Featuring arts, crafts, jewelry, bath and beauty
products.
Thru Nov 30: Paintings at Aurora Hills Library by
Dr. Sharmila Samaranayake: The artist is a
doctor from Sri Lanka who is a temporary
resident of the US.
Thru Jan 6 Billy Elliot the Musical: Combining
score by Elton John and sensational dance
numbers, an inspirational show for the whole
family. Signature Theatre. Sigtheatre.org
Nov 10, 11 Lee Arts Center Annual Fine art and
Craft Show and Sale: One of a kind gifts for the
season, with pottery, paintings and jewelry. Sat.
10am – 4pm, Sun. Noon – 4pm. 703-228-1855

Crave Some Quiet Time with a Book?

Join fellow adult readers for a silent reading party
at the library. Bring your own reading materials, or
pick out something at the library; hot beverages
will be provided. Bring your own blankets for extra
coziness, and drop in any time during the event.
6:30 – 8:30pm
RSVP for an event reminder
Aurora Hills Library, Eads Room. 703-228-5715
Also on Jan 7 and Feb 4, 2019
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Nov 17, 24 Family Skate Nights: Bring the
family to Thomas Jefferson Community Center
on Sat. evenings through March, with a live DJ,
moon bounces and a snack bar. 6:30 – 9:30pm
703-228-4747
Nov 17 Secrets of Squirrels: Learn all about
squirrels: how do they find the nuts they hide?
Where do they raise their young? Why are
some grey and some black? Long Branch
Nature Center. 2 – 3:30pm. 703-228-4747
Dec 1 Puppet Playtime: Goodlife Theater
presents its puppet show “The Rainbow Show”,
a zany variety show featuring hand and rod
puppets in an assortment of sketches. After the
show attendees can make their own puppet
to take home. Walter Reed Community
Center, 2909 S. 16th St. 703-228-4773

ARCA OFFICERS & CONTACTS
President
Vice-President
Vice President
Vice President
Vice President
Secretary
Communications
Treasurer
Transportation
Transportation
Membership

Arthur Fox
Mike Pickford
Meredith Dodge
Joe Hogler
Charlie Hughes
Don Schlichtmann
Maggie Gaffen
Bob Hyde
Sandi Amendola
Robert Jamison
Tom Patchen

202-371-6626
703-615-5333
719-534-3074
202-420-8979
703-271-8235
703-370-1217
703-684-7359
703-519-7130
703-838-8753
703-413-8899
202-321-1755

NCAC Rep
ARCA History
22202 NU
Beautification
Schools
Website
CCCRC Reps

Lauren Bailey
Dick Herbst
Diane Litman
Chick Walter
Colleen Pickford
Maggie Gaffen
Susan English
Rich Kelly

917-548-1807
703-892-5290
703-920-7638
703-519-9487
703-615-5333
703-684-7359
703-549-6554
703-622-4260

Comments and questions to
ARCAneighbor@gmail.com
Neighborhood Conservation comments/questions
to arca.ncac.representative@gmail.com

