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Reptiles Alive at Lubber Run
Amphitheater
Aug 26, 11am Free

You can pay your $20 annual
ARCA membership dues
online using PayPal!
www.arcaonline.org,
by check or cash. Send to
ARCA, PO Box 2976, Arlington,
VA 22202-0976
The membership year is
July 1 – June 30.

THURSDAY, JULY 19 MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Aurora Hills Community Center
735 18th St. S.,
6:30pm Refreshments, 7pm Meeting

Come early to enjoy light refreshments, and meet with neighbors
Join us for our bi-monthly membership meeting when we will have
representatives from the Arlington Public Schools (APS) to explain how
to engage with APS this summer, to have a say in the elementary
school boundary process, as well as other summer initiatives. Also,
representatives from Arlington’s Water Pollution Control Bureau (WPCB),
the entity responsible for collection and treatment of all County waste
water, will discuss the status of the County’s new Master Plan for
improved treatment and recovery of the solids generated during the
water reclamation process. This will involve purchase and installation of
expensive new technology at the nearby sewage treatment plant
which will include burning a by-product: methane. This provides an
excellent opportunity for ARCA residents to learn more about the risks
and rewards of the new technology, a topic that should be of vital
interest to all residents.
SCHOOLS UPDATE
The student population of Arlington Public Schools continues to grow at
an unprecedented rate. This growth has real impact on our
neighborhood, most notably with the upcoming boundary changes for
Oakridge Elementary School in the school year 2019-2020. At our July
membership meeting, we will be joined by APS staff to discuss the
Oakridge boundary change process; we will also be joined by School
Board member Reid Goldstein. Mr. Goldstein is coming ready to share
his thoughts on how APS can attempt to manage student population
growth and will be ready to answer questions from our community.
Because this topic is of interest to so many families in our neighborhood,
we are working to secure a babysitter who will keep an eye on kids in
the room adjacent to our meeting. Please reach out to Colleen
Pickford (colleenpickford@gmail.com) if you plan to bring your children
to the meeting.
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PROPOSED TOWN HOUSE DEVELOPMENT NEXT
TO OAKRIDGE SCHOOL
A developer is seeking approval to build 12
new town houses on the vacant land that lies
adjacent to Oakridge Elementary School’s
western parking lot and behind houses on
Pierce and 24th Streets. To access the property
it would be necessary to extend Queen Street
in Forest Hills up the exceedingly steep hillside
to just short of the Oakridge boundary. And to
locate both the road and the 12 town houses
on the property it would be necessary to clearcut the towering, virgin hardwood forest which
is currently holding the hillside in place. It
would also be necessary to up-zone the
property on which only freestanding singlefamily residences may currently be built.
ARCA’s Conservation Plan opposes any upzoning within our neighborhood, further, Forest
Hills residents are concerned about not just
additional traffic on Queen Street, but also the
potential erosion of the hillside that could
descend into their homes. While the project is
still in a nascent stage of the County approval
process, it has already engendered
considerable citizen opposition. A map of the
property in question can be viewed at
www.arcaonline.org
2018 COUNTY CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN
(CIP)
Every other year, the County adopts a 10-year
CIP to fund major projects via municipal bond
funding. This year’s CIP is scheduled for
consideration and approval by the Board at its
July 14th meeting. ARCA has taken a strong
position on two features of the CIP proposed
by the County Manager: (1) inclusion in the CIP
of funding to upgrade the sewage treatment
plant’s ability to process solid waste on both
economic and health grounds, and (2) failure
to include funds needed to study the feasibility
of constructing an additional, neighborhood
elementary school in 22202 to relieve existing
as well as inevitable future crowding at
Oakridge. These position statements can be
viewed at www.arcaonline.org
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RECOGNITION AWARD TO NATASHA PINOL
Led Neighborhood Conservation for seven
years
At our July meeting, ARCA will recognize the
sterling work of Natasha Pinol, our longtime
representative on the Neighborhood
Conservation Program. Among her many
accomplishments, Natasha spearheaded the
updating of ARCA’s ancient Neighborhood
Conservation Plan, which is now a definitive 92
page document codifying the current and
future status of all aspects of our
neighborhood, including public safety, land
use, zoning, development and housing, traffic,
street conditions, urban forestry, parks and
recreation. Ms. Pinol recruited an army of
neighbors to help put together the Plan, which
she then edited and presented to Arlington
County for its approval. ARCA’s NC Plan is
available at
https://projects.arlingtonva.us/wpcontent/uploads/sites/31/2014/08/NCPlan_Arli
ngtonRidge_2013.pdf
PROPOSED STEEP CUTS FOR NEIGHBORHOOD
CONSERVATION
The Neighborhood Conservation (NC) program
has long helped pay for modest community
improvements, like the current 23rd Street
project of new curbs and gutters, but the
County Manager is proposing slashing $24
million from the program over the next 10
years. NC has a lot of supporters throughout
the County, but even they note that it can
take years for projects to be completed. Board
member John Vihstadt has his own concerns,
but says that the program should be reformed,
not ended. Others have suggested shifting its
functions to the Dept. of Parks & Recreation, or
using the “Complete Streets” program for
funding. A final vote on NC funding by the
County Board is scheduled on July 14.
INPUT NEEDED ON RESIDENTIAL PARKING
Should Arlington open up more of its on-street
parking to shoppers, commuters and other
visitors, or continue to use a permit system to
protect neighborhood street parking? That’s
one of the question County officials are asking
as they collect feedback on how the current
system is working. Staff is half way through a 2
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year review of current practices, and they
have an online survey you can take through
July 16. Hurry Up! The zoned parking program
is intended to ensure that residents can park
near their houses in neighborhoods such a
ours, near shopping centers, metro and
business districts. Since the program was last
reviewed in 2003, the Board has wrestled with
the question of how to balance the concerns
of residents with outsiders looking for a place to
park. In addition to finding out how important
readily available on-street parking is to
residents, the county wants to know if they
think “parking on public streets is a shared
resource that should be open to all”. Of
course, the U.S. Supreme Court unanimously
upheld the legality of permit parking in 1977.
Staff hopes to finish its review in 2019. Tell the
County what you think:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XGYKGQ8
ARLINGTON PREDICTS 24,000 NEW HOMES BY
2040
“Arlington Profile 2018” predicts that over the
next 20 years, Crystal City will add 5,300 homes
and Pentagon City will add 6,600 homes,
leading the way among all Arlington Metro
corridors. Overall, the county will see a total of
24,000 new homes and a population of 287,600
by 2040, up from 220,000 currently. Researchers
project a similarly large jump in jobs in the
county, up to 261,000 from 224,000.
UBER PARKING LOT ON S. EADS ST.
Neighbors have been complaining about the
regular congestion outside the entrance to the
Uber and Lyft parking lot at S. Eads St. and Fort
Scott Drive, which was moved there from the
airport due to construction. The congestion is
caused by Uber and Lyft cars queuing up to
turn left into the lot from S. Eads Street causing
long delays especially at rush hours. ARCA is
seeking the entrance to the lot from Eads St. to
Route 1, a change that would have to be
approved by the Virginia Department of
Transportation and the airport. If this is a

3
concern of yours, please let the County know
at https://topics.arlingtonva.us/reportproblem/
ROUTE 1 IS NOW RICHMOND HIGHWAY IN
ALEXANDRIA
Speaking of Route 1 (Jefferson Davis Highway),
Alexandria (a city) has officially changed its
name to Richmond Highway but Arlington (a
county) needs approval from Richmond for the
name change. A bill that would allow the
change failed to pass in Richmond. One of our
delegates suggested Arlington just go ahead
and change it without approval, but Arlington
is law abiding.
MANY THANKS TO VOLUNTEERS FOR HUME
SCHOOL CLEANUP
ARCA would like to give a round of applause
to those who showed up on June 16 for the
Hume School grounds and I-395 garden
cleanup. Twice a year an army of
neighborhood volunteers spend a morning
tidying up the two areas, under the
coordination of long time neighbors Chick
Walter, Rich Kelly and Mary Morrison Silbert. So
when you enter the neighborhood via I-395,
you can thank them for the great image that
reflects our concern for our lovely
neighborhood. Think about joining them for the
September fall cleanup.
THE CONNECTION: CRYSTAL CITY
Borrow all kinds of things at this small Library
branch in Crystal City:
2100 Crystal Drive, 703-228-7520
Available at this small library branch are
container gardening DIY kits; Hex key wrench
set; High tech tool kit; low tech tool kit; The
Tech-to-Go Collection for Little Kids: Brain
games, crosswords, building kits, an HD digital
video camera. Also available from all libraries
are Nature Backpacks, which include a free
pass to all Va. State Parks, pocket naturalist
guides, dip net for catching fish or butterflies,
and more. Check out for 1 week through the
catalog. Information at 703-228-5946.
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ARCA BI-MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
Aurora Hills Community Center, 7pm
3rd Thursday Jan/Mar/May/Jul/Sept/Nov
Jul 18 History Talk: Julia Rhinehart, a resident of
Arlington, was among the women who enlisted in
World War I. Find out who she was, and what
conditions were like as a Navy yeomanette in 1917.
Arlington Historical Society. 7 - 8 pm Aurora Hills
Branch Library.
Jul 13, Aug 27 Open Door Mondays: Come and
speak to a County Board member in an informal
setting on the 4th Monday of the month, 7 – 9pm.
Aurora Hills Library. 703-228-5715
Jul 26 Physical Theater Workshop: Synetic Theater
will show you how to build a wall from thin air, climb
a mountain that is not there, and go backwards
and forwards in time. K – Gr. 5. 5 – 5:45pm. Aurora
Hills Library. 703-228-5715

Jul 26 The Miraculous Magic Balloon: Synetic
Theater presents a wordless play, the story of a
traveling actor and his magical trunk of tricks. K – gr.
5. 4 – 5pm. Aurora Hills Library. 703-228-5715
Jul 28 Cool Creek Critters Age 5+. Dress to get wet
as you explore waterfalls, catch water striders and
take a close look at some creek critters. 3 – 4:30pm
Lubber Run. 703-228-3403.
Aug 2 Teen Slime Workshop: Learn how to make
the famous stretchy goo. 6 – 12th grade. 1 – 2pm.
Free. Aurora Hills Library. 703-228-5715
Aug 3 National Chamber Ensemble: Acclaimed
area musicians with violinist Leonid Sushansky
present a free outdoor concert at Lubber Run
Amphitheatre. 8pm. Free. 703-228-1850
Aug 5 U.S. Army Blues Jazz Ensemble: The premier
jazz ensemble of the U.S. Army, 6pm. Free. Lubber
Run Amphitheatre. 703-228-1850
Aug 11 Signature Theatre at Lubber Run: Join some
of your favorite Signature singers for a concert
under the stars. Free. 8pm 703-228-1850

ARCA OFFICERS & CONTACTS

Speedy Tolliver Tribute
Friday, July 27, 8pm Free
Lubber Run Amphitheater
For over a decade the Speedy Tolliver Fiddle
and banjo Fest was a staple of the Lubber Run
season. It celebrated Arlington’s legendary
banjo player, who died in 2017 at age 99. In
tribute to a musical life well lived, frequent
collaborator and friend Andrew Acosta is
gathering some of the area’s top old time and
bluegrass performers for a jam session in his
honor.
Information 703-228-1850
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Comments and questions
toARCAneighbor@gmail.com
Neighborhood Conservation comments/questions
to arca.ncac.representative@gmail.com

