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Our concern is focused exclusively on DETACHED ADUs.  It is 
predicated on an assumption that homeowners are naturally going to be 
far more careful renting space within the same 4 walls they occupy than 
when renting detached ADUs to total strangers who may threaten the 
peace and quiet, as well as the safety of our prized single family 
residential neighborhoods.   
 
We question whether this proposal to authorize detached ADUs will 
increase the stock of affordable housing as prophesied by its proponents. 
   
We project that the cost of constructing detached ADUs in compliance 
with building codes, and after yards have been dug up to provide 
utilities, will be significant, easily ranging upwards of $50 thousand 
dollars.  In some cases well-healed homeowners needing to provide 
housing for a caregiver or aging parent will consider the cost to be a 
wise investment.  In many, if not most other cases, the home owner or 
purchaser of the property with a detached ADU will want, or need, to 
recoup the cost of its construction or increased purchase price of the 
property, and to do so as quickly as possible by maximizing whatever 
rent the ADU will yield.  And how do you do that?   
 
 



Not by yearly or even monthly leases, much less at affordable rates.  
Rather, by short-term rentals, and by converting their detached ADUs 
into AirBnBs and allowing them to be occupied by just about anyone, 
including many they might never welcome into the four walls of their 
home.  And these short-term transients may have little respect for 
neighbors and may well, over time, degrade the character of our single-
family residential neighborhoods.  Indeed, that very outcome was 
featured in a front-page story in the Washington Post last Wednesday.  
 
That is why, at a bare minimum, we ask you to maintain the current 
annual limit (28)  on granting homeowners permission to construct 
ADUs, whether in either existing or new housing or detached ADUs.  
Given that only 20 ADUs were licensed in existing homes over the past 
nine years, and that detached ADUs will be expensive to build, we doubt 
the County will be flooded with annual applications in the hundreds as 
proponents have projected.  Meanwhile, it will give the County the 
opportunity to assess the impact of detached ADUs on its neighborhoods  
as well as similar neighborhoods in other parts of the country and 
perhaps modify its policy accordingly to preserve the character and 
safety of our  single-family neighborhoods.     
 
Thank you. 


