
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Membership Meeting, Thursday, March 17, 7pm 
Aurora Hills Community Center 
 
NEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL IN 22202 TO ADDRESS OAKRIDGE 
OVERCROWDING?  COME, ASK AND LEARN 
 -- MEETING AT OAKRIDGE, MARCH 16TH, 7 PM -- 

Despite serious overcrowding at our neighborhood elementary school, with still 
more to come, the APS-appointed South Arlington Working Group (SAWG) 
eventually recommended last autumn construction of a new elementary 
school elsewhere in south Arlington, namely on the TJ Middle School property.  
However, in its Report to both the School and County Boards, the SAWG 
strongly recommended that they include in their 2016 Capital Improvement 
Plan (CIP) the funds necessary to begin planning for a new school to be built 
in 22202 by the mid-2020s to relieve overcrowding at Oakridge.   

Unfortunately, during a recent series of community meetings focused on its 
2016 CIP, APS has been silent about funding the planning for, and conceptual 
design of a new 22202 elementary school.  Finally, after vociferous complaints 
by ARCA, AHCA and a number of outraged residents, APS has scheduled a 
special meeting at Oakridge (Wednesday, March 16th, 7 pm) to hear and 
address our concerns.   

Do we want to have our 22202 community divided in half, or thirds by APS-
imposed school attendance boundaries and to have many of our children 
bused over, under, or around the I-395 barrier to other, distant neighborhood 
schools?  What impact would that have on our quality of life, our treasured 
sense of community, and the value of our real estate?  Members, young and 
old, are urged to attend this meeting to let APS know, in no uncertain terms, 
that we expect it to honor the recommendation of its own SAWG to fund 
planning for a new school in 22202 in its 2016 CIP. 

I-395 HOT LANES (“TAKE TWO”) – MARCH MEMBERSHIP MEETING FEATURE 

After standing us up at our January meeting, VDOT and its private 
contractor/partner, TransUrban, will finally be on hand to fill us in on their plan 
to convert the two I-395 Express Lanes into three Hot Toll Lanes at our March 
17th membership meeting.  Come prepared with your questions.  
The I-395 Express lanes project seeks to convert the existing two HOV lanes into 
three Toll lanes from Edsall Road north to the vicinity of Eads Street. The lanes 
will operate just like the I-95 and 495 Express lanes: carpoolers with three or 
more will travel for free, others will pay.   

 VDOT claims: The project will add capacity to I-395; allocate a small portion 
of toll revenue to transit funding; support 1,500 jobs; generate more than $500 
million in economic activity; improve travel on regular lanes by reducing   
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traffic; provide new travel choices and avoid 
interchange construction except at Eads Street.  
ARCA is anxious to learn about the impact 
implementation of this change may have on our 
neighborhood, e.g., even more vehicular noise and 
air pollution, and whether it would be 
accompanied at last by the sound walls we have 
sought for decades along Army Navy Drive; 
whether it will produce a new bottleneck 
approaching the 14th Street Bridge; in whose 
pocket the new revenue would end up and how 
much would be devoted to public transit; whether 
it could produce spillover traffic to clog already 
congested local roads in 22202? 
Stay informed at http://www.395expresslanes.com 
 
POTOMAC YARD BIG BOX SHOPPING CENTER 
TO BE REDEVELOPED 
Big changes are afoot directly south of us! 
Alexandria is beginning a year-long effort to plan 
for the redevelopment of its North Potomac Yard 
(Target, Best Buy, Shoppers Food Warehouse) 
“temporary” commercial center.  It plans to 
replace the existing 600,000 sq. ft. shopping center 
with 7.5 million square feet of mixed use 
development, including retail, office, residential 
and hotels rivaling Crystal City.  For more 
information on this and the new Potomac Yard 
Metro station, go to 
www.alexandriava.gov/PotomacYard  
 
TRAFFIC/TRANSIT CONGESTION AND FUTURE 
DEVELOPMENT IN 22202 
In response to years of incessant ARCA pressure 
culminating with our September member Resolution 
( http://arcaonline.org/wordpress/wp-
content/uploads/2015/10/RH-Traffic-Study-
Resolution-9.17.15.pdf  ), the County Board ordered 
its staff to assemble an analysis of existing data on 
traffic and transit congestion throughout our I-395 
cordoned-off, limited-access “22202 fortress.” This is 
the first step in a hoped-for “Smart Growth” study to 
determine how much additional development can 
actually be accommodated in 22202 before our 
quality of life and the livability of our neighborhood 
is irreparably compromised, along with our real 
estate values.  County staff have promised to 
publish its report on existing congestion in the very 
near future.  
Of course, that Report will not project future 
congestion that will result from new development 
the County has already approved for construction  
 
 
 

 
 
in Pentagon and Crystal Cities.  Nor will it reflect 
traffic resulting from vast new development 
planned by Alexandria for Potomac Yard.   
Analyzing the data expected to be contained in 
this Report and then projecting the potential 
impact of new area development on traffic and 
transit congestion in 22202 will be a challenging 
task. Anyone interested in lending ARCA a hand is 
urged to contact us at ARCANeighbor.org. 
 
NELLY CUSTIS PARK IMPROVEMENTS APPROVED 
The County Board approved $798,222 for 
improvements to Nelly Custis Park at S. 24th & Grant 
Streets, to be funded by the voter-approved 
Neighborhood Conservation Bond. Improvements 
will include storm water management to correct 
existing drainage problems; removal of invasive 
species; improving circulation for accessibility and 
park use; additional school-age play equipment; 
new site furnishings; and additional plantings for 
shade and beautification. 
 
COUNTY MANAGER PROPOSES $1.9 BILLION FY2017 
BUDGET 
Public Hearings Tue. Mar 29 & Mar 31, 7pm,  
County Board Room 
The proposed budget submitted by the County 
Manager includes a property tax rate reduction of 
half a cent to $0.991 per $100 of assessed value, a 
solid waste rate increase, and other fee 
“adjustments” like an increase in library fines. It also 
proposes a $13.2 million increase in school funding.  
In doing so, the Manager noted that “Arlington’s 
economy is strong and its finances are in excellent 
shape.”   
Public input on both the proposed County budget 
and the Public Schools is encouraged, go to 
http://budget.arlingtonva.us/fy-2017-
budget/public-input, or attend one of the public 
hearings.   
 
FREE PAPER SHREDDING, INERT MATRIALS DROP-OFF 
Apr 2, 8am – 4:30pm 
Earth Products Yard, 4300 29th St. S., 703-228-6570 
Paper shredding for residents only, limit of two 
boxes or two papers bags. Acceptable: checks 
and paper, including staples and paper clips.  
Unacceptable: magazines, catalogs, credit cards, 
3 ring binders or phone book sized materials. Inert 
materials can include asphalt, ceramic tile, 
concrete, masonry block, sand and rocks. Limit 3 
cubic yards. 
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SPRING YARD WASTE COLLECTION 
The County’s collection of yard waste begins March 
14 and will occur on the regular collection days.  
Until you receive the new green yard waste bins 
being distributed, use paper leaf bags or other 
receptacles, such as garbage cans. Do not put 
yard waste into your black trash receptacle.  No 
plastic bags! For full details, call 703-228-6570, or 
http://recycling.arlingtonva.us/residential/yard-
waste/year-round/  
 
2016 ARLINGTON HOME SHOW & GARDEN EXPO 
Featuring Home Remodeling Exhibitors 
Sat April 9, 10am – 5pm 
Thomas Jefferson Community Center, 3501 S. 2nd St.  
A convenient one-stop shop to “Ask an Expert” and 
learn new ways to update your home. It will include 
remodeling, finishing, replacing, home automation 
and accessibility, “going green”, and a new theme, 
“Safe and Healthy Homes.”  Also, free seminars on 
landlord-tenant law and appraisals of your 
treasures.  More information is available at 
http://arlingtonhomeshow.org, or call 703-228-3765. 
 
E-CARE RECYCLING EVENT 
Sat April 16, 8:30am – 3pm 
Thomas Jefferson School, 125 S. Old Glebe Rd. 
Arlington County’s bi-annual recycling event allows 
citizens to safely dispose of household hazardous 
material and to recycle bikes, small metal items, 
shoes, clothing, and more. In addition, you can 
exchange your old CFL lightbulb for a new LED one 
(one per household, while supplies last.) 
Information: 
http://recycling.arlingtonva.us/household-
hazmat/e-care/  
 
MOSQUITO CONTROL RECOMMEDATIONS 
The Zika virus has raised awareness about mosquito 
control. As the gardeners among us can attest, the 
#1 source of mosquito bites in our area is the Asian 
Tiger mosquito. Protection from a wide variety 
mosquito borne diseases starts at home with steps 
we can all take: they can successfully breed in a 
tablespoon of water, in a container that has 
standing water for more than 3 days. Sites can be 
blocked gutters, downspouts, pet dishes, bird baths, 
tarps, pot plant saucers, old tires, and more. For 
more information call 703-228-6414. 
 
 
 

 
 
POLICE PARTNERING WITH NEXTDOOR.COM 
The Arlington Police Department is partnering with 
Nextdoor (www.nextdoor.com), a private social 
network for neighborhoods, “to build a stronger, 
safer community with the help of Arlington 
residents” where they will post news, services, 
programs, free events and emergency notifications.  
There are Nextdoor websites for both Arlington 
Ridge and Aurora Highlands.  However, the 
Nextdoor and civic association boundaries are not 
identical so don’t be surprised if you are placed in a 
different neighborhood.   
 
THE PLAY’S THE THING 
Aurora Hills Community Center 
Friday, March 18, 25, 1:30 – 2:30pm, 703-228-5722 
We often forget that the experience of reading a 
play is meant to be both enjoyable and rewarding.  
Join Michael Heinlein, a Yale theatre graduate and 
theatre educator, in the reading of some of the 
great plays by Ibsen, Shaw and Chekhov—works 
that engaged their times and that continue to 
shape our own.  
 
AVANT BARD SCRIPTS IN PLAY FESTIVAL 
March 26 – April 23, FREE 
Theatre on the Run, 3700 S. Four Mile Run Drive 
Reserve your free tickets at 703-418-4808, or 
boxoffice@avantbard.org  
Four weeks of theatrical experimentation with more 
than a dozen readings of plays, classic and 
contemporary. This is a chance to help chart Avant 
Bard’s course for seasons to come, when some of 
these plays may show up as mainstage productions 
at Gunston’s Theatre Two. Featured events include 
The Good Devil (In Spite of Himself), a new play by 
Mary Resing; TAME, by Jonelle Walker inspired by 
The Taming of the Shrew; The Green Cockatoo, by 
Arthur Schnitzler and Lear, by Edward Bond.  
 
AURORA HILLS BOOK CLUB 
The book club for Aurora Hills’ readers meets on the 
second Thursday of the month, 7pm at the library.  
Next up on the schedule (April 14) is Crossing to 
Safety, by Wallace Stegner, and future books 
include For Whom the Bell Tolls and Invisible Man.  
Information is available at 703-228-5715. 
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ARCA OFFICERS & CONTACTS 

President      Arthur Fox 202-371-6626 
Vice-President   Matthew Galan    440-622-7883 
Vice President Lisa Gammon 571-876-1503 
Vice President Meredith Dodge 719-534-3074 
Vice President Brenda Pommerenke 703-684-9383 
Secretary Don Schlichtmann 703-370-1217  
Communications Maggie Gaffen 703-684-7359 
Treasurer Bob Hyde 703-519-7130 
Transportation Sue Super 703-892-1846 
Transportation Kris Lebras 703-549-2248 
NCAC Rep Natasha Pinol 703-920-9423 
ARCA History Dick Herbst 703-892-5290 
22202 NU Diane Litman 703-920-7638 
Beautification Chick Walter 703-519-9487 
Schools Beth Hicks 571-451-8888 
Website Maggie Gaffen 703-684-7359 
CCCRC Reps Susan English 703-549-6554 
 Rich Kelly 703-622-4260 
 
We would love to hear from you! 

Please send comments and questions to 
ARCAneighbor@gmail.com 
Neighborhood Conservation comments/questions to 
arca.ncac.representative@gmail.com 
 

 
 
ARCA BI-MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS 
Aurora Hills Community Center, 7pm 
3rd Thursday of the month: Jan/May/Jul/Sept/Nov 
 
Mar 17, 19  Forty + A mixed repertory by performers 
over 40 by Jane Franklin Dance. Theatre on the 
Run. Mar 17 at 10:30am, Mar 19 at 5pm. 
www.janefranklin.com 
  
Mar 19 – 25 ArtFest Week: Arlington Artists Alliance 
presents a week full of art at Fort C.F. Smith. 
www.arlingtonartistsalliance.org 
 
Mar 20  Strings ‘ Beats: Solo Kathak dance 
performance by Shambhavi Dandekar. Indian 
Dance Educators Assn. 4pm. Rosslyn Spectrum. 
www.ideadancers.org 
 
Mar 22  Open Make Tuesday:  Every 4th Tuesday, 
come experiment with Central Library’s maker tools 
and technologies. 6:30 – 8:30pm 703-228-5990 
 
Mar 29  An Evening with Ric Edelman: Spend an 
evening with the CEO of one of the largest financial 
planning firms. Central Library. 7pm. 703-228-5990 
 
 Apr 1 – 16  The Boys in the Band: A long running hit 
on Broadway, later made into a hit film. Dominion 
Stage. Theatre One at Guston. 
www.dominionstage.org 
 
Apr 8 – 9 Moonlight Tango: An evening of tangos 
and milongas for lovers of this most captivating 
rhythm. Teatro de la Luna. Rosslyn Spectrum. 
www.teatrodelaluna.org 
 
Apr 14 – 17  Friends of the Library Book Sale: 
Thousands of books, videos, CDs, records, and 
more. Apr. 17 is “half price” day. Central Library. 
703-228-5261 
 
Apr 16  Noche de Boleros:  Romantic songs of the 
traditional music of the bolero. Teatro de la Luna. 
Rosslyn Spectrum. www.teatrodelaluna.org 
 
Apr 23  Arlington Summer Teen Expo:  The free 
event offers teens a chance to meet with local 
employers, internships, volunteer and educational 
opportunities. Wakefield High School. 703-228-1404 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY ANNUAL 
BOOK SALE 

Arlington Central Library 
Thurs. Apr 14 – Sun. Apr 17 

 

 
 

Opening Night (Thursday) is for Friends 
members only – membership available for 

purchase at the door.  
703-228-5261  

Thousands of books, videos, CDs, records, posters 
and magazines for sale.  

Sunday is “half price” day.  
 


