
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

ARCA MEMBERSHIP MEETING, THURSDAY, MARCH 21, 7pm 
 
KIT WHITELY MEMORIAL 

ARCA is planning a fitting memorial for Katharine (Kit) Whitely, whose voice of reason 
and tireless efforts on behalf of our neighborhood made a real difference.  She took 
the lead on key issues confronting ARCA -- she shaped our neighborhood survey and 
the Neighborhood Conservation plan, was the lead during the Crystal City 
Redevelopment Plan, and personally developed and steered a proposal through the 
Park Enhancement Grant process to improve the safety of Fort Scott Park.  ARCA has 
asked the County for permission to install a 6’ memorial bench, plaque and stone in 
Fort Scott Park, under a group of trees with a panoramic view of the neighborhood. 
We would like to dedicate it on the anniversary of her death, October 30, 2013. 
Donations for the memorial, estimated to cost $1,800, should be sent to ARCA, PO Box 
2443, Arlington, VA 22202, or pay through PayPal on the ARCA website. 

ARLINGTON MAGAZINE’S TOP 10 NEIGHBORHOODS 

Aurora Highlands and Arlington Ridge are featured in Arlington Magazine’s choice of 
top 10 Arlington neighborhoods. As the magazine notes, Northern Virginia is “hot”, but 
some neighborhoods are hotter than others! The features that make us one of the 
“top” are ones we all recognize and value, such as diversity of house design, trees, 
convenience, walkability, and the people who live here.  See the article at 
http://www.arlingtonmagazine.com/March-April-2013/10-Great-Neighborhoods/ 

CRYSTAL CITY SECTOR PLAN WINS NATIONAL PLANNING AWARD 

Arlington’s Crystal City Sector Plan, a long-range vision crafted jointly by community 
members, including representatives from the Arlington Ridge and Aurora Highlands 
Civic Associations and Arlington County, has won the American Planning Association’s 
2013 Achievement Award for Innovation in Economic Planning and Development.  
The Sector plan provides a planning roadmap for transforming Crystal City into a more 
vibrant, walkable and transit-oriented community. Improvements planned are a 
streetcar line along the Route 1 corridor, buildings up to 300’ tall, 7,500 new homes 
and improved design for public open spaces.  

ARCA NOMINATING COMMITTEE MEMBERS SOUGHT 

ARCA needs a nominating committee to select candidates for its annual Executive 
Board elections, which occur in July each year for a one year term beginning in 
September. If you are interested in serving on the nominating committee or on the 
Executive Board, please contact Katie Buck at kathrynlbuck@gmail.com.  

HOME ENERGY REBATE PROGRAM  

Do you want to be more comfortable in your home and reduce your utility bills? The 
home energy audit rebate program is sponsored by the Local Energy Alliance (LEAP) 
and Arlington County and provides a $250 rebate on home energy audits performed 
by LEAP partner companies. Details at https://leap.energysavvy.com/start-your-
project/ 
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DEVELOPMENT UPDATES 
 
PENPLACE UPDATE  GOOD NEWS/BAD NEWS 
This PenPlace Update is your proverbial Good News/Bad News story, so let me start with the Bad News:  The County 
continues to test our resolve with PenPlace by scheduling meetings with little notice and now in an obscure place.  The Next 
Pen Place meeting is this Monday March 18, 2013 at 7pm at the Parks Facility Conference Center, 2700 South Taylor Street 
(2nd Floor). This location is in Shirlington, off Arlington Mill Road, near the Animal Welfare League Shelter.  Come if you can, 
and if you cannot come spend the time emailing the County Board about PenPlace countyboard@arlingtonva.us 
 
That leads to the Good News part of the update.  Our messages, is actually getting through!  At the February PenPlace 
SPRC meeting the County staff actually came back and recommended the PenPlace proposal be changed in three areas 
as recommended by ARCA residents: 1) Provide one residential building to enliven the site (although they call this an 
option; we want it a requirement);  2) at least 1 acre of active park space; 3) modify the plan to secure buildings (although 
they would allow up to one under certain conditions).  Believe me, until our community started putting up signs, came out 
200 strong to a meeting with Board Members Tejada and Hynes, and wrote what I can assume to be hundreds of letters, 
there was no sign of changes coming.  It was because we came together as a community that they had to listen, so take 
pride in what we have done.     
But we need to keep up the work.  The concessions thus far are the easy ones for the County to make, what we really need 
them to do is to reduce the request for huge office density and 300’ heights to protect the character f our community.  And 
most importantly, they must reduce the huge projected increase in traffic.  Those issues will all be discussed in the last 3 SPRC 
meetings over the next few months, then a Planning Commission meeting followed by the Board vote.  Letters and emails 
now will help get the changes we need, and attending as many of these meetings as possible will show them we will not 
give up.   
 
STILL MORE HIGH RISE DENSITY SOUGHT IN PENTAGON CITY 
 Vornado, the developer who owns all the remaining undeveloped land in Pentagon City, is seeking County 
permission not only to turn PenPlace into a mega-block of towering office buildings totaling 1.8+ million square feet, but also 
to erect equally tall buildings on MetPark, the block across Fern Street from Costco on which two of the eight planned 
apartment buildings have already been built by Kettler on its half of the block.  Vornado owns the eastern half of MetPark 
that extends over to Eads Street, which contains several old warehouses that it will demolish and replace with new 
apartment buildings even taller than Kettler’s buildings and twice their density.   
 
 The height and density of the buildings Vornado hopes to construct on its half of MetPark would result from density 
transfer to MetPark of the 930 residential units currently assigned to its PenPlace holding.  In fact, that transfer has been 
quietly executed by Vornado, thereby increasing MetPark’s density from 2,282 residential units to 3,212 units and creating a 
residential void on PenPlace that the developer plans to fill instead with towering office buildings.  
 
 While ARCA has discovered that any density transfer between PenPlace and MetPark was first required to be the 
subject of an “extensive public hearing,” none has occurred to date.  Rather, the County staff and its Planning Commission 
have proceeded to consider Vornado’s detailed plans for developing both PenPlace and MetPark far more densely than 
originally allowed by the PDSP based on an assumption that this density transfer had already been approved.  Given the 
investment of time, money and energy expended by the County as well as Vornado these past several years promoting 
and building momentum behind these development projects, the density transfer has likely become a de facto fait 
accompli despite the absence of any public hearing to consider any adverse impact it could have on the ARCA and 
AHCA neighborhoods.    
 
 ARCA recently pointed out this “oversight” to the County and asked it to put Vornado’s projects on hold until there 
had first been a publicly-noticed hearing on whether any or all of PenPlace’s 930 residential units could be unilaterally 
disgorged from PenPlace and shifted over to MetPark, thereby enabling Vornado to build twice the number of rental units 
in much taller buildings on its half of that Parcel than permitted by the PDSP.  Unfortunately, at an unusual, joint SPRC 
hearing on Monday, March 11th, when the subject of building heights on both MetPark and PenPlace was to be 
considered, County staff and Planning Commissioners prohibited any discussion of the increased density resulting from this 
transfer that had, until then, been swept under a rug.  
 
 As matters presently stand, it would appear that the County government is intent upon stoking its “economic [tax] 
engine” located in Zip Code 22202 to benefit the rest of the County regardless of the adverse impact it could very likely 
have upon our neighborhood.  Stay tuned. 
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SPRING IS POTHOLE SEASON 
County crews work diligently to fill the potholes that 
have appeared during the winter season all over 
Arlington: you can help by letting them know where 
they exist, with the closest street address. To submit 
a “pothole report”: Call 703-228-6570, or go to 
https://www.arlingtonva.us/departments/Environm
entalServices/cpe/concrete/resform.htm 
 
SOUTH HAYES STREET CONSTRUCTION UPDATE 
Crews are preparing to install street furniture, a new 
bicycle shelter, bus shelter, and kiss and ride shelter 
within the Pentagon City Metro plaza area. 
Construction is scheduled to continue through 2014. 
When it is over, the plans depict tables where you 
will be able to sip your latte under leafy trees while 
watching the buses and cars roll by on both sides.  
 
TRY THEATER FOR SPRING BREAK 
Synetic Theater is offering “The Survivor Games”, a 
spring break theater camp March 25 – 29, 9am – 
3pm, for children aged 7 – 13 at its Shirlington 
studio. The camp is perfect for fans of The Hunger 
Games series, Survivor, Ninja Warrior, Lord of the 
Flies and more. Call 703-824-8060/110. 
 
RESOLVE TO BE READY IN 2013 
CERT Training begins in March  
Join the growing ranks of Arlington residents who 
are better prepared for and able to respond to 
disasters. Since it began 10 years ago, over 575 
residents have completed the 23-hour CERT 
training, which covers disaster preparedness, 
medical operations, light search and rescue, 
disaster psychology, fire suppression and terrorism. 
The classes meet at the Arlington Fire Dept. Training 
Academy in Shirlington; training is free and open to 
Arlington residents who are at least 18 years old. 
Advance Registration is required. More information 
at ArlingtonCERT@gmail.com 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD CONSERVATION PLAN 
The newly updated ARCA Neighborhood 
Conservation Plan will be presented and discussed 
at the March meeting. Come with questions and 
comments on this comprehensive update, the first 
one in many years. You can find it on our website at 
http://arcaonline.org/wordpress/wp-
content/uploads/2013/01/ARCA-NC-Plan_Final-
Draft-3.pdf 
 
BEAUTIFICATION COMMITTEE REPORT 
ARCA’s Beautification Committee has been 
working diligently with many volunteers to keep the 
neighborhood’s outdoors in good horticultural 
order.  Their status report lists an impressive number  

 
of projects both ongoing and completed. These 
include the spring & fall volunteer days at the Hume 
School, 1-395 Exit, and Triangle at 23rdSt./Fort Scott 
intersection; additional landscaping at 23rd St. & Fort 
Scott; a series of fixes and improvements to the 
neglected Fraser Park that includes replacing a 
derelict fence along S. 28th St, and repairing one 
along Army-Navy Drive; an added ADA compliant 
walkway, and the prospect of new benches, picnic 
table and grill, new trash and recyclable containers 
funded by Park Enhancement Grants – all to be 
completed in 2013.  Completed projects include  
* Tree & Invasive removal & Replanting of S. 23rd St. 
Hill, between S. Kent and S. Knoll Streets.  After a 
neighborhood controversy over power company 
cutting/topping of poorly located trees under the 
power lines at the top of this steep slope, 
committee member Joan Quinn met with County 
Parks’ staff to work out an agreement to have the 
trees, plus invasives, removed and replaced with 
appropriate “under-story” trees and plantings.   
*Overgrowth Removed from Sidewalk on S. Ives 
Cul-de-sac, at corner with Fort Scott:  After 10 years 
of trying, nature helped us here, as the offending 
trees finally died.  The remaining overgrowth was at 
the S. Ives County entrance to the landlocked S. 
Ives parkland, and the committee obtained 
agreement from County staff do the pruning away 
from the sidewalk. 
*Weeding the new planter beds on S. Joyce St. 
(near the ball park).  Committee chair Bonnie Flynn 
agreed with County Parks’ last fall that we would 
use our valuable LDS volunteers to weed the 
overgrown planting beds along S. Joyce St.  with 
ARCA providing tools, trash bags and supervision. 
Read the full report on our website at 
http://www.arcaonline.org/neighborhood-
conservation.  
 
ARLINGTON VILLAGES UPDATE  
The Villages Pilot team continues to meet and work 
on specific steps forward for the proposed pilot 
program in the Arlington Ridge/Aurora Highlands 
community.  As part of a needs assessment, they 
are reaching out to prospective village members in 
churches, condos, and other places where groups 
meet. A questionnaire will also be distributed to the 
neighborhood, and discussions will be held in 
various places. If you are interested in finding out 
more contact Andrea Walker at 
tasteless@verizon.net. More information is on the 
ARCA website at  
http://www.arcaonline.org/current-arca-
projects/arlington-villages/ 
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ARCA OFFICERS & CONTACTS 

President      Katie Buck 703-271-0208 
Vice-President   Arthur Fox    703-271-4119 
Vice President Molly Watson 703-549-6457 
Vice President Patty Joyce 703-283-2522 
Vice President Scott Wiezbanowski 703-892-0670 
Secretary Paula Garner 703-685-0609 
Communications Maggie Gaffen 703-684-7359 
Development Nancy Swain 703-684-7830 
Transportation David Litman 703-920-7638 
 Susan English 703-549-6554 
Treasurer Paul Hammer 703-981-1294 
NCAC Rep Natasha Pinol 703-920-9423 
Pen Place Molly Watson 703-549-6457 
Pen Place Nancy Swain 703-684-7830 
ARCA History Dick Herbst 703-892-5290 
Beautification Bonnie Flynn 703-920-1157 
Beautification Chick Walter 703-519-9487 
Schools Laura Stone 703-685-4371 
Website Maggie Gaffen 703-684-7359 
CCCRC Reps Susan English 703-549-6554 
 Rich Kelly 703-622-4260 
Membership Michelle Capitan 703-683-4854 

We would love to hear from you! 
Please send comments and questions on the 
contents of this newsletter to 
ARCAneighbor@gmail.com 
Neighborhood Conservation comments/questions 
to arca.ncac.representative@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 

ARCA  MEETINGS 
All meetings are held at Aurora Hills Community Center,  
735  S. 18th Street and begin at 7pm. 
 
March 21,  ARCA bi-monthly meeting, 7pm  
Agenda:  
Nominating Committee Recommenations 
Neighborhood Conservation Plan 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
Mar 22  - Apr 13 Voodoo Macbeth, Adapted by Orson 
Welles.  One of the most sensational of the Federal 
Theater Projects productions, the play was a 
reimagining of Macbeth using the imagery and 
traditions of Voodoo. American Century Theater.  
http://www.americancentury.org 

Mar 27  Film: An Ordinary Hero: The True Story of Joan 
Mulholland: The Arlington native grew up in a 
segregated south, and emerged as an activist who 
fought fervently for the rights of others during the 
Freedom Rides of 1961.  Panel discussion follows. 
Artisphere. 7pm. 703-228-6321. 

Apr 3  Beautiful No-Mow Yards: Expert Evelyn Hadden 
will talk about how to choose and combine plants, and 
to let nature do more of the work for you. Fairlington 
Community Center. Free. 7pm. Registration required. 
703-228-6414. 

Apr 5 – 26  5K Fridays:  Crystal City BID and Pacers Stores 
sponsors the weekly 5k races: professionally timed and 
certified course through Crystal City. Register at 
http://runpacers.com/race/crystal-run-5k-fridays 

Apr 6  HOG Pull: Remove invasive species at HaleyPark, 
9 – 11am. 2400 S. Meade Street. Wear appropriate 
clothing and bring tools. 

Apr 10 AHCA Meeting: 7pm Aurora Hills Community 
Center.  

Apr 14  Green Living Expo & Community Earth Week 
Fair:  Featuring green vendors, seminars, children’s 
activities, Operation Rain Barrel and more. George 
Mason University, 3351 Fairfax Dr. 703-228-6427, 
http://www.arlingtonenvironment.org 

Apr 23  Opera NOVA performance for Seniors: 
Children’s opera “Monkey See Monkey Do” by Roberto 
Rodriguez. The score blends Mexican traditional folk 
melodies with contemporary music. 10am. $4. Thomas 
Jefferson Theatre. 703-536-7557. 
http://www.operaguildnova.org/productions.htm 

 
 

 

 
SCHOOLS INFORMATION 

 
Summer School Registration opens March 7. 
The catalog is available at 
http://www.apsva.us/summerschool. 
 
March 21, April 18  Arlington Public Schools 
Public Hearings on the FY14 Budget. 
http://www.apsva.us/budget 
 
Summer Camp Guide 
Plan your summer fun: creative arts, sports, 
nature, adventure, history and more, over 
100 camps to choose from.  

 
 

SIGN UP FOR OUR MONTHLY E-NEWSLETTER at 
arcaneighbor@gmail.com 

 
 


