
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

ARCA MEMBERSHIP MEETING, THURSDAY, JANUARY 17, 7pm 
 
COUNTY BOARD MEMBERS TO ATTEND ARCA MEETING 
County Board Members Walter Tejada and Mary Hynes will attend the January ARCA 
membership meeting, so come prepared to discuss your issues. Of particular concern 
to the ARCA membership is the proposed PenPlace development, and the resolution 
we passed at our November 15 meeting.  (Read the entire resolution on our website 
at at www.arcaonline.org). 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

CRYSTAL CITY CITIZENS REVIEW COUNCIL (CCCRC) Representatives 

The mission of the CCCRC is to provide, with County support, periodic monitoring, 
evaluation, and identification of emerging issues and potential solutions on all 
dimensions of the Crystal City Sector Plan. Our goal over the last two years has been 
to heighten awareness on important issues such as traffic, community amenities and 
green space. The Council is comprised of County staff, developer and community 
representatives (Crystal City, Arlington Ridge and Aurora Highlands).  Katie Buck and 
Rich Kelly have been ARCA’s representatives for the last two years, and their terms are 
up. Two new individuals are being sought to fill these spots.  Meetings are held on a 
weekday evening once per quarter.  Please contact Katie or Rich if you're interested 
in representing our community on this important Council. We can be reached at 
kathrynlbuck@gmail.com or richkellyhtc@gmail.com. 

ARCA Nominating Committee Members Sought 

It is time to start thinking about ARCA’s annual Executive Board elections, which occur 
in July of each year, for a one year term beginning in September of the same year.  
Per our bylaws, "A  nominating committee of at least three (3) regular members shall 
be elected at the March membership meeting for the purpose of preparing a slate of 
officers (one nomination for each office) and shall make its report at the May 
meeting. Nominations from the floor will also be in order at the May meeting."  Please 
contact Katie Buck at kathrynlbuck@gmail.com if you have an interest in participating 
in this important committee - it's a way to get involved and to help relieve those who 
have given their time to preserve our community for the past two years.   

WE ARE ONE OF THE TOP TEN NEIGHBORHOODS !!! 

Arlington Ridge, together with Aurora Highlands, has made the top ten list of Arlington 
Magazine’s “Most Desirable Neighborhoods”.  Stay tuned for more information!     

PENPLACE SIGNS – “PENPLACE IS NOT SMART GROWTH” 

Over 300 neighbors are hosting signs on their property questioning the County’s 
commitment to smart growth in our neighborhood with the development of PenPlace.  
As a result of the signs we have received media notice from both TV and newspapers, 
and we hope, the County Board. We still have signs: if you would like one send us an 
email at arcaneighbor@gmail.com. It’s not too late to show your support. 

 

 

   INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Page 1 
♦ Volunteers Needed 
♦ Top Ten  

Neighborhoods  
 

Page 2 
♦ Development Updates 

  

Page 3 
♦ Neighborhood News 
♦ Arlington Villages 
 
Page 4 
♦  ARCA Meetings 
♦ ARCA Points of 

Contact 
♦ Calendar of Events 
 
 
 

    Host a Sign!   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pay your annual dues  
of $20 online using PayPal!   
www.arcaonline.org 
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DEVELOPMENT UPDATES 
 
 
ADDITION PROPOSED FOR THE FASHION CENTER 
 
An addition of approx. 51,000 sq. ft. is being proposed for part of the Fashion Center which will be in front of the office 
building entrance.  The store fronts would be on Hayes Street and coordinated with the new improvements on the street 
and vehicular access to the mall and hotel. Restaurants with outside seating would be located in the addition.   
 
The Fashion Center was built in the mid 1980's, so this is an update to the original building. Pentagon City tract followers will 
note that no commercial space remains on the site. Simon is asking that the additional commercial be given because 
when the center was built the interior walkways were counted with the density calculations. To obtain part of the nearly 
51,000 square feet, some of the walkways would no longer be counted as density, which is the way Ballston Center's 
walkways are considered. This proposal is considered a "minor site plan amendment", and as such, only goes to the County 
Board and not the Planning Commission. It is scheduled to be considered the latter part of February.   
 
METROPOLITAN PARK SITE PLAN   
 
The Metropolitan Park "Phases 4&5" housing development proposal is for 699 apartment units on the Pentagon City tract 
across from the proposed PenPlace development on the future12th Street.  This area in Pentagon City is called Parcel 3 and 
the building area is referred to as "Phases 4&5" of Metropolitan Park. The entire warehouse area is now owned by Vornado.  
"Phases 4&5" would be combined into one building rather than two; the height at the core would be 260' and 22 stories. 
There would be elevated private plazas rather than public park space. The floor-area-ratio would be 6.9 FAR. The 
Metropolitan Park density level assumes the 930 residential units currently assigned to Parcel 1D will be transferred to Parcel 
3.   The first Site Plan Review Committee meeting was November 20, 2012 and the next one is scheduled for January 24, 2013 
at a location yet to be determined.  
 
Parcel 3 is linked to the PenPlace Parcel 1D in a few ways. Both are part of the Phased Development Site Plan (PDSP) for the 
116 Pentagon City tract of land.  They're also across the street from each other.  The Metropolitan Park proposal is also 
linked to ARCA's formal PenPlace resolution because it states at least one building should be residential on the PenPlace 
site. That residential "density" would come from Parcel 3.  ARCA representatives had previously suggested many times 
putting residences on Parcel 1D, and at the second PenPlace site plan review committee meeting, Molly Watson gave a 
power point presentation on the civic association perspective and concerns.  In spite of this,  Vornado developed detailed 
plans for placing all the residential units on Parcel 3. The developer is implying that he has been given prior consent to build 
at this level of density because of some Metropolitan Park design guidelines that were developed in 2004, but were never 
approved by the County Board.  By placing all the residences on Parcel 3, the developer can say the development 
potential on Parcel 1D is way too limited.  What the County Board did approve in 2009 was that the 930 residential units on 
Parcel 1D could go on either 1D or 3 and the hotels on Parcel 3 could go on 1D or 3. Thus, Metropolitan Park "Phases 4&5" 
are inextricably linked to the PenPlace Parcel 1D proposal.  ARCA's firm position is for a true mixed-use on the PenPlace site 
that includes at least 1 residential building.  The residences would come from the 930 units the developer wants to transfer 
to Parcel 3.  
 
ART BUS REDEVELOPMENT AND EXPANSION  
 
At the Nov. 15 Aurora Highlands Civic Association meeting, Arlington Transit Bureau Chief Steve Del Giudice presented plans 
for the new ART bus facilities on S. Eads. ART bus will be redeveloping the bus yards beginning this summer, and will make 
street improvements to Eads. Of particular concern to our communities is a proposal to use the gravel/grass lot on 31st St. 
across from the treatment plant as a permanent bus facility for future expansion—up to 24 buses—after it has served as a 
temporary construction staging and bus storage space.  A working group of AHCA, ARCA, and Crystal City representatives 
have been in touch with County board members to present concerns and discuss possible solutions. Members met with 
Libby Garvey and recently sent a letter detailing concerns on this issue, with questions, to Chris Zimmerman and transit staff.  
 
The letter to Zimmerman additionally outlines our broader concern that the county is doing a poor job of integrating the 
privately developed sites, the public facilities, and the overall infrastructure of the 22202 area, including addressing transit 
and traffic issues. The sprawling cluster of facilities near Glebe Road and Eads St—not connected to any master plan—is 
only one of our many concerns. A meeting with Mary Hynes is tentatively scheduled for January 19.  
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CCCRC (Crystal City Citizens Review Council) 
MEETING 
The Council met in November,  2012, to review 
pending tasks, look ahead at the calendar, and 
discuss current projects. County engineering staff 
reported on early work underway for 12th Street, 
and for pedestrian crossings and improvements at 
other locations. The Council’s 19 members serve for 
two years; the end of the first term is this month, 
when new and/or continuing members will be 
proposed—a unique opportunity to serve on a 
citizen-led review body (see page 1). Vice-chair 
Mike Dowell presented a proposed CCCRC 
business calendar with time frames for county staff 
and council reporting, updating, and review of 
metrics, services and amenities, meetings and a TIF 
report. Tasks ahead include a work session with staff 
on methods and protocol for traffic counts; also 
edge planning, and the Crystal City transitway 
(bus/streetcar). Completed and/or ongoing 
planning for projects in or near Crystal City include 
1900 Crystal Drive (construction beginning 2/13), 
1720 Eads, Pen Place, & Metropolitan Park 4 and 5.  
 
NEIGHBORHOOD CONSERVATION PLAN 
The updated plan is the first in 39 years, and draws 
extensively from the results of the 2011 
neighborhood survey. It describes new and 
ongoing activities and improvements that support 
our goals. Top concerns of individual homeowners 
were public safety, traffic controls and ease of 
transportation while preserving a quiet single family 
residential character. Recommendations are also 
made in Land Use, Zoning, Development and 
Housing, Parks and Recreation, Public Services and 
Infrastructure.  The plan is the result of many hours of 
work by a dedicated group of neighbors under the 
able leadership of Natasha Pinol. Read the entire 
plan at  http://www.arcaonline.org 
 
STORMWATERWISE LANDSCAPES 
Looking for ways to make your yard more 
environmentally friendly? Apply for Arlington’s 
StormwaterWise program and the County will help 
you and you may even qualify for reimbursement. 
The program provides a financial incentive to 
remove pavement, install pervious driveways, rain 
gardens and conservation landscaping. These 
practices collect or slow down stormwater, allowing 
it to soak into the ground and keep pollutants out of 
Arlington’s streams.  60 applicants will be chosen, 
and those who install one or more stormwater-
reducing practices will be eligible for 
reimbursement of up to 50% of installation costs. Visit 
http://www.arlingtonva.us/stormwaterwise  

UPDATING ARLINGTON’S NOISE ORDINANCE     
The current Arlington County noise ordinance dates 
from 1975 when the population was 163,400 
residents. Now with a population of 211,000, the 
County is reaching out to the community on 
proposed updates to its ordinance. Three public 
forums were held in November 2012 on the 
proposed amendments, and as a result of concerns 
brought up at the forum, the county continues to 
work on the changes.  To read the current noise 
control ordinance, the proposed changes to it and 
the staff report, see 
http://building.arlingtonva.us/update/noise-
ordinance/ 
 
WEIGH IN ON PRIORITIES FOR COUNTY BUDGET  
Now is your chance to add your 2 cents on 
Arlington’s budget priorities for FY14 when there is 
expected to be a $25 million shortfall. Share your 
input on a list of key areas of County Government 
operations, and add your comments. Deadline 
January 31.  Open Arlington. 
http://www.peakdemocracy.com/portals/105/1127 
 
ARLINGTON VILLAGES UPDATE  
Villages provide many of the benefits of a 
retirement community while maintaining  
independence, home and neighborhood ties. 
ARCA is part of the Arlington Villages Project Team 
that is working to create a network of villages in 
Arlington.  The combined neighborhoods of 
Arlington Ridge and Aurora Highlands will be one of 
the first local pilot villages. Join us at one of our 
neighborhood gatherings over the next few 
months, even if you are still years from retirement. 
These get-togethers will provide you an opportunity 
to find out more about our plans and share your 
ideas with friends and neighbors. If you are 
interested in finding out more contact Andrea 
Walker at tasteless@verizon.net  
 
DISCOVER NATURE IN WINTER 
Don’t let the cold keep you from discovering nature 
this winter: there is plenty to learn in our winter 
woods, meadows and streams. Find out how to 
identify leafless trees using bark, twigs, seeds and 
other clues; see a flower that blooms well before 
winter is done and is named for a stinky mammal; 
discover birds that spend their winters in Arlington 
and head north in the spring – winter wrens, hermit 
thrushes and ruby-crowned kinglets. Long Branch 
and Gulf Branch Nature Centers have a great 
lineup of programs. Info: http://www.arlingtonva.us, 
and enter “The Snag” in the search window. 
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ARCA OFFICERS & CONTACTS 

President      Katie Buck 703-271-0208 
Vice-President   Arthur Fox    703-271-4119 
Vice President Molly Watson 703-549-6457 
Vice President Patty Joyce 703-283-2522 
Vice President Scott Wiezbnowski 703-892-0670 
Secretary Paula Garner 703-683-0609 
Communications Maggie Gaffen 703-684-7359 
Development Nancy Swain 703-684-7830 
Transportation David Litman 703-920-7638 
 Susan English 703-549-6554 
Treasurer Paul Hammer 703-981-1294 
NCAC Rep Natasha Pinol 703-920-9423 
Pen Place Molly Watson 703-549-6457 
Pen Place Nancy Swain 703-684-7830 
ARCA History Dick Herbst 703-892-5290 
Beautification Bonnie Flynn 703-920-1157 
Beautification Chick Walter 703-519-9487 
Schools Laura Stone 703-685-4371 
Website Maggie Gaffen 703-684-7359 
CCCRC Reps Katie Buck 703-271-0208 
 Rich Kelly 703-622-4260 
Membership Michelle Capitan 703-683-4854 

We would love to hear from you! 
Please send comments and questions on the 
contents of this newsletter to 
ARCAneighbor@gmail.com  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 

ARCA  MEETINGS 
All meetings are held at Aurora Hills Community Center,  
735  S. 18th Street and begin at 7pm. 
 
January 17,  ARCA bi-monthly meeting, 7pm  
 
Agenda:  
County Board Members Q & A 
Member Discussion & Questions 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
Jan 11 – Feb 2  The Show-Off, by George Kelly. An 
audacious young faker somehow manages to 
transform the lives of those around him, at the same 
time proving that even the most obnoxious of us have 
virtues. American Century Theater. Gunston Theatre 
Two. http://www.americancentury.org 

Jan 16, 30  Kids Club at Aurora Hills Library. Jan 16: 
Celebrate the Chinese New Year of the Snake with 
crafts and bilingual Chinese and English stories.  Jan 30  
The Encore Stage & Studio cast will delight with a 
rehearsal of  their upcoming Play  “Big Bad”. Free 4pm 

Jan 20  Martin Luther King Tribute:  Celebrate the legacy 
of Dr. King at an inspirational evening of local & 
regional talent, live music, dance and spoken word.  7 – 
9pm. Washington Lee High School. 703-228-3329 

Jan 20  Book Dating for Singles at Shirlington Library: 
Bring a couple of books you’d like to share in a 3 minute 
“book date”. 6 – 7:30pm. Free 

Jan 26 – 27  1K Wine/Beer Walk: Lace up your walking 
shoes and sip your way to the finish line; sample dozens 
of varieties of wine and beer. 2200 Crystal Drive. Tickets: 
http://www.washingtonwineacademy.org 

Feb 2  Energy Journey Game: How energy wise are 
you? Come to this interactive life-size board game, 
challenging yourself on everyday actions that have an 
energy impact. Arlington’s Fresh AIRE program. 1 – 4pm. 
Washington Lee High School, 1301 N. Stafford Street. 
Info: http://freshaireva.us/energyjourney.  

Feb 4 – Mar 2   Inside/Outside Exhibition: Artist interpret 
the theme as abstracts, landscapes, bodies, sculptures. 
Reception: Feb 8, 5 – 8pm. Free. Northern  Virginia Art 
Center, Crystal City Shops, 2100 Crystal Drive.  
http://www.novaartcenter.org 
 
Feb 2  HOG Pull: Remove invasive species at Haley Park, 
9 – 11am. Wear appropriate clothing, bring weeding 
and clipping tools. 2400 S. Meade St. 
 
Feb 11 Open Door Mondays at Gunston: Bring your 
concerns and comments to members of the County 
Board in an informal setting. 7pm. 

 

 

 
 

WELCOME KIT FOR NEW ARLINGTON RESIDENTS 
 

The new Arlington Welcome Kit is a free resource 
to help residents during their time of transition,  

and includes an online portal and printable 
guide packed with information on how to sign 

up for County services, set up a new home and 
settle into our community.  

 
Check it out at 

http://www.arlingtonva.us/portals/topics/docum
ents/file87746.pdf 

 
 

SIGN UP FOR OUR MONTHLY E-NEWSLETTER at 
arcaneighbor@gmail.com 


